
   
 

 

 
SUN YUAN & PENG YU  

If I Died 
The St. Regis Rome and Galleria Continua renew their fruitful collaboration 

inaugurating the third exhibition, in the name of artistic research and dialogue 
between contemporary art and the guests of the Roman hotel. 

 
Rome - January 23rd, 2019 - The St. Regis Rome and Galleria Continua are pleased to announce that 
the Chinese artistic duo Sun Yuan & Peng Yu will be the star of the new exhibition held in the hotel, 
presenting a selection of works placed in the majestic lobby to allow interaction between them and the 
guests. The Roman hotel confirms itself as the ideal venue for the exhibition of the best artists of the 
of international scene, hosting the duo who last year were invited by the curator Ralph Rugoff to take 
part in the 58th Venice Biennale of Art. 
 
The St. Regis Rome embraced its "new era" by reopening the doors in November 2018 after a 
meticulous restoration. With the project in collaboration with Galleria Continua, The St Regis Rome is 
at the forefront in supporting artistic and cultural heritage and has created a rich program that allows 
the Italian and international public to approach the masterpieces of the best exponents of the 
contemporary art scene. 
Galleria Continua opened in San Gimignano (Italy) in 1990, as the result of the initiative of three 
friends: Mario Cristiani, Lorenzo Fiaschi and Maurizio Rigillo. Occupying a former cinema, Galleria 
Continua established itself and thrived in an entirely unexpected location, away from the big cities and 
the modern urban centers, in the timeless town of San Gimignano, steeped in history. 
 
Internationally renowned for the destabilizing and provocative nature of their works and for the use of 
unique materials, Sun Yuan & Peng Yu started collaborating as a pair in the late 1990s. Their work 
focuses on the constant confirmation of the paradox, on the perpetual research for the duality between 
black and white, between reality and lies, between the obvious and the hidden. Their works are the 
demonstration of a constant analysis of life through the experience in which the public is often invited 
to take part in, in the desire to find the essence and substance that hides behind appearances. 
 
The works selected for the exhibition at The St. Regis Rome are three: Teenager Teenager (2011); I 
didn’t notice what I am doing (2012) and If I Died (2013). Welcoming the guests at the hotel 
entrance, I didn't notice what I am doing, composed by a fiberglass rhinoceros and triceratops 
standing next to each other: the viewer automatically establishes connections and similarities between 
the two animals that actually are not real nor do they have any scientific relevance. At the center of the 
lobby If I Died is on display: a human figure - portraying Peng Yu's mother - with half-closed eyes 
and a dreamy look, floating along with dozens of different animals, symbolizes how the woman 
imagines herself in a lifetime after death. Moving towards the LUMEN Cocktails & Cuisine area, the 
guest is invited to reflect on the limits of communication, on generational conflicts but also on the 
possibility of changing and protecting what we have: in Teenagers, Teenagers, a series of well-
dressed figures are lying on leather sofas, with a bulky boulder on their heads that prevents them from 
all kinds of vision. 
 

  



   
 

 

 
The works, which will remain on display until April 26, are an invitation to interact with art for guests, 
global travelers and Roman citizens: The St. Regis Rome is the promoter of an open relationship with 
the world of contemporary art, with the aim to create a living synergy among lovers of beauty, inspire 
visitors and stimulate an elevated dialogue with the hotel. 
 
 
For more information on The St. Regis Rome please visit www.stregisrome.com  
For more information on Galleria Continua please visit www.galleriacontinua.com 

 
*** 

 
Sun Yuan & Peng Yu 
Sun Yuan was born in 1972 in Beijing. Peng Yu was born in 1974 in Heilongjiang, China. They were educated 
at the Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing, the city where they still live and work. They exhibited in 
several public and private institutions such as: 5th Lyon Biennial (2000); Yokohama Triennial (2001); 
Guangzhou 1st Triennial (2002); Today Art Museum, Beijing (2003); MAC Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Lyon (2004); Kwangju Biennial (2004); MuHKA: Museum of contemporary art, Antwerp (2004); 
Kunstmuseum of Bern (2005); 51st Venice Biennale (2005); Liverpool Biennial (2006); 2nd Moscow Biennial 
(2007); Kunsthaus in Graz (2007); Galleria Continua, San Gimignano / Beijing / Les Moulins / Habana (2008, 
2009, 2011); The Saatchi Gallery, London (2008); The National Art Center, Tokyo (2008); Ullens Center for 
Contemporary Art - UCCA, Beijing (2009); 2nd Moscow Biennale (2009); Triennale of Aichi, Nagoya (2010); 
Sydney Biennial (2010); Para \ Site Art Space, Hong Kong (2011); The Pace Gallery, Beijing (2011); 
dOCUMENTA (13), Kassel (2012); Contemporary Art Center in Taipei (2012); Hayward Gallery, London 
(2012); PinchukArtCentre, Kiev (2013); Uferhallen, Berlin (2014); Qatar Museums (QMA), Doha (2016); 
Guggenheim Museum, New York (2016); 11th Shanghai Biennale (2016); DMA- Daejeon Museum of Art, 
Daejeon (2017); Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao (2018); May You Live in Interesting Times, 58th Edition of 
Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy (2019). 
 
About St. Regis Hotels & Resorts 
Combining classic sophistication with a modern sensibility, St. Regis Hotels & Resorts, part of Marriott 
International, Inc., is committed to delivering exceptional experiences at over 40 luxury hotels and resorts in the 
best addresses around the world. Since the opening of the first St. Regis hotel in New York City over a century 
ago by John Jacob Astor IV, the brand has remained committed to an uncompromising level of bespoke and 
anticipatory service for all of its guests, delivered flawlessly by signature St. Regis Butler Service. For more 
information and new openings, visit stregis.com or follow Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.  
 
Marriott International, Inc. (NASDAQ: MAR) is based in Bethesda, Maryland, USA, and encompasses a 
portfolio of more than 7,200 properties under 30 leading brands spanning 134 countries and 
territories. Marriott operates and franchises hotels and licenses vacation ownership resorts all around the 
world.  The company now offers one travel program, Marriott Bonvoy™, replacing Marriott Rewards®, The 
Ritz-Carlton Rewards®, and Starwood Preferred Guest®(SPG).  For more information, please visit our website 
at www.marriott.com, and for the latest company news, visit www.marriottnewscenter.com. In addition, 
connect with us on Facebook and @MarriottIntl on Twitter and Instagram. 
 

  



   
 

 

 
Informazioni su Galleria Continua 
Galleria Continua is a leading international contemporary art gallery, which was founded in San Gimignano 
(Italy) in 1990, by three friends: Mario Cristiani, Lorenzo Fiaschi and Maurizio Rigillo. Occupying a former 
cinema, Galleria Continua established itself and thrived in an entirely unexpected location, away from the big 
cities and the ultramodern urban centres, in a town – San Gimignano – steeped in history. This choice of 
location provided scope for the development of new forms of dialogue between unexpected geographies: rural 
and industrial, local and global, art from the past and the art of today, famous artists and emerging ones. 
Galleria Continua was the first foreign gallery with an international program to open in Beijing, China in 2004, 
and in 2007 launched a new site for large-scale creations – Les Moulins - in the Parisian countryside. In 2015 
the gallery embarked on new paths, opening a space in La Habana, Cuba, devoted to cultural projects designed 
to overcome every frontier. In the course of almost thirty years Continua has created a strong identity which 
remains faithful to a spirit of perpetual evolution and committed to developing the public’s interest in 
contemporary art. That identity is grounded in two values – generosity and altruism – which lie at the heart of 
all its dealings with artists, the general public and its development as a whole. Galleria Continua is all about a 
desire for continuity between ages, the aspiration to having a part in writing the history of the present, and 
between different and unusual individuals and geographies. 
 
Press contacts: 
 
The St. Regis Rome 
Sara Migliore, Director of Communications Italy, Marriott International 
Sara.Migliore@marriott.com 
+39 335 775 6847 
 
Galleria Continua 
Silvia Pichini, Communications Director 
press@galleriacontinua.com  
+39 347 453 6136 

 


